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July 6, 2021 
 
Dear Bagdad Emergency Fund Donors:   
  
We are writing to share an update on the status of the Bagdad Emergency Response Fund that 
was established to support those impacted by the Bagdad Spur Fire that occurred at the end of 
May.  After the Fund had been established and fundraising was underway, United Way of 
Yavapai County learned that Freeport-McMoRan and their insurance company would provide 
significant transitional and long-term support to all affected.  
  
We are comforted by the support that Freeport-McMoRan is providing to its employees and 
their families who were impacted by the fire. This is a true testament to the company’s strong 
commitment to its workforce and the community.   
  
With representation from Freeport-McMoRan, United Way of Yavapai County established an 
independent Task Force made up of community leaders to oversee the use of all donations to 
the Fund.  This Task Force is currently gathering information on the status of those 
affected and will issue recommendations soon, only approving expenditures from the Fund 
that directly benefit Spur Fire victims that are not covered by Freeport-McMoRan.  
  
While we are so thankful that the immediate needs of the families affected have been 
addressed, we know the road to recovery is just beginning, and it may 
take additional resources to ensure our neighbors are able to successfully rebuild their 
lives.  United Way will follow the recommendations of the Task Force and will publish a public 
report detailing the use of all dollars collected.    
  
In the interim, we can report that in the days immediately following the fire, UWYC was able 
to distribute $15,000 to families to cover urgent needs as families transitioned to new 
housing.  
  
Given Freeport McMoRan’s support, UWYC expects to have more funds in the Bagdad 
Emergency Response Fund than what is required to meet the needs of those affected.  
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As such, UWYC is asking all who contributed to the Emergency Fund to choose how their 
donation is used:    
  
Donors may choose to request a refund of their donation by 08/31/2021 by contacting the 
UWYC office at 928-778-6605 or emailing director@yavapaiuw.org.  Be sure to include the 
donated amount (plus any credit card fees), donor’s full name, date of donation and means of 
donation (type of credit card or check #).  
 

OR  
 

Donors may allow UWYC to keep their donation with the understanding that it will be used to 
fill any unmet needs for Spur Fire victims, as identified by the Task Force, and that any 
remaining dollars will be held in a restricted account to meet future disaster response and 
emergency needs in Yavapai County.  No action is required for those who elect this choice.  
  
On behalf of the United Way of Yavapai County, I want to sincerely thank you again for your 
tremendous generosity and care for our collective community. We are so grateful to every 
donor and so proud to be part of such a compassionate community that readily comes to the 
aid of others.   
  
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me directly at 928-
778-6605 or director@yavapaiuw.org.   
  
With much gratitude,  
  
Patty Bell-Demers  
United Way of Yavapai County  
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